
 

 

 

 

Action on climate change is an essential part of the post-2015 development agenda. Without this, the 

impacts of climate change will undermine development gains and unsustainable development pathways will 

contribute to more severe climate risks. This year, 2015, provides the international community with an 

unprecedented opportunity to chart a more inclusive and sustainable future for all. Research shows that 

achieving a sustainable, low-carbon and climate-resilient development pathway can bring greater stability, 

equality and can eradicate poverty1. Sustainable development is a universal agenda and all countries will 

need to finance and implement sustainable development policies and actions. With increasing pressure to 

ensure the effective mobilisation and use of all sources of public and private finance, across international 

and domestic channels, it is crucial to address the synergies between climate and development finance.  

This breakfast event on “Green Finance for Climate Action” considered effective means to mobilise all 

financial resources to support climate action and sustainable development, taking into account the role of 

domestic enabling conditions and key policy reforms, and where learning from past development 

experiences can inform actions for both climate and sustainable development benefits. 

Key opening addresses were provided by Ms. Laurence Tubiana, Special Climate Envoy for the French 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Mr. Erik Solheim, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee 

(DAC). Following this, Jon Lomøy, Director of the OECD DAC Secretariat chaired a panel discussion with Mr. 

Ralava Beboarimisa (Minister of Environment, Ecology, Sea and Forests, Madagascar) and Ms. Imme Scholz, 

(Deputy Director of the German Development Institute, Germany).  Concluding remarks were provided by 

Ms. Tara Shine (Independent expert on climate justice, environment and development). 

Key messages from the session were: 

 Climate and development actions are sustainable development actions, and climate and 

development finance is sustainable development finance - they are intrinsically linked. 

 Financing for sustainable development has a role to play in financing the long term transformation 

to a low carbon, resilient and sustainable future.  

 All countries will need to translate the Sustainable Development Goals into their country planning 

and policies to ensure that finance can be effectively allocated to meet countries social, economic 

and environmental needs.  Sustainable finance will need to be designed to focus on and deliver 

outcomes to improve peoples’ lives and wellbeing.   

 In making this transition to a sustainable pathway, OECD members, Middle Income Countries and 

Least Developed Countries can learn from each other – no country has yet achieved sustainable 

development, and challenges such as adapting to the impacts of climate change are new to all. We 

must recognise different country starting points and contexts, and that each country has their own 

development aspirations.   

                                                           
1
 For example: ‘Better Growth, Better Climate’, The Global Commission on the Economy and Climate, 2014; Targeting Zero Zero: 

Achieving zero extreme poverty on the path to zero net emissions, ODI, 2014; Zero Carbon Zero poverty the Climate Justice Way, 
Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice, 2014.  
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